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BEFORE THE JOURNEY:

I was very much excited to go to Silchar from the day I got an email for the Yuva
Sangam Programme because it was a trip with many first time events in my life.

1) Going so far away from home for the first time.
2) Government sponsorship of the trip for the first time.
3) Going with other student friends to meet with students & friends of a North

Eastern state for the first time.
4) Travel in Rajdhani Express for the first time.
5) Going with other University Students, especially JNU Students for the first

time because I am planning to do my MA Geography from JNU. There, I
might get a chance to explore the possibility and guidance regarding the
same.

With so many firsts times, and with so much enthusiasm, I reached JNU Campus at
noon on 29 Mar 2023, Wednesday. It was an auspicious day too – Durga
Ashtami, a nice day for the start of the journey.
=========================================================

During our visit to NIT Silchar in Assam, we got the opportunity to explore
the rich traditions and culture of Assam (a North Eastern State). We engaged
in various activities and visited several places during the visit. Here is the
report on our activities and experiences during the visit.
=========================================================
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29 Mar 2023 (Day 1: Wednesday)

MEETING THE HON’BLE VICE CHANCELLOR & OTHER HON’BLE
SENIOR DIGNITARIES OF JNU:

We were waiting in Lecture Hall II. In a short time, a team of senior dignitaries of
JawaharLal Nehru University (JNU) headed by Honourable Vice-Chancellor of
JNU, Smt. Santishree Dhulipudi Pandit entered the Lecture Hall where we all were
waiting for her. Initially, our Nodal officer, ma’am Manuradha Chaudhary briefed
us regarding the trip, followed by enlightening lectures from the Registrar Dean of
JNU and the Vice Chancellor of JNU. Respected Ma’am briefed us with the history
of JNU. During the Flag Off Ceremony, we happened to meet Hon’ble Vice
Chancellor of JNU and other senior dignitaries in a more cordial atmosphere. I felt
very nice when Hon’ble Ma’am smiled at me and asked me about my name and
from where I was.





I became all the more excited when I learnt that JNU is imparting certificates to
students of Indian Military Academy and many other prestigious organizations.
Through her Lecture, I also came to know that JNU has produced two Nobel
laureates – Sh Abhijit Banerjee, who was a student of JNU and Sh Amartya
Sen Ji who was a Faculty of JNU. I was very excited to learn that JNU is the
alma mater of Sh Abhijit Banerjee.

Later, Ma’am also provided all of us with a Yuva Sangam - JNU T-Shirt, a Cap
and a Yuva Sangam ID Card to ensure easy identification and identity during the
trip.



START OF YUVA SANGAM TRIP FROM JNU DELHI TO NIT SILCHAR
WITH FLAGOFF CEREMONY:
We all were given a warm send off with the flag off ceremony from the Convention
Centre of JNU by the Hon’ble Vice-Chancellor of JNU, Smt. Santishree Dhulipudi
Pandit. During this warm send off, the whole area (pandal) was filled with Slogans
of:

एक भारत �े�ठ भारत

क�मीर से क�याकुमार�,
भारत माता एक हमार�

गुजरात हो या गुवाहाट�



अपना देश अपनी माट�

�सलचर से सौरा��,
एक रा��, एक रा��

�व�वगु� हो भारत �यारा,
ऐसा है संक�प हमारा!





As our bus started moving out from JNU Campus towards the Anand Vihar
Railway Station, I started dreaming of Silchar. After sometime, we reached
Railway Station where Tejas Rajdhani Express was waiting for all of us.



We took our seats under the guidance of a five member Faculty, which
accompanied us throughout the trip, Dr. Anamika Ma’am, Dr. Praveen Bhati Sir,
Dr Prakasha Sahu Sir, assisted by Sh. Binod Pandey ji.
Dr. Bhati Sir ensured that we all are fit to travel.

On 29 Mar 2023, around 8:00 PM, our train departed towards Silchar (Badarpur).

==========================================================

30 Mar 2023 (Day 2: Thursday)

We had party time on the train. Our faculty was very friendly with us.



=========================================================

31 Mar 2023 (Day 3, Friday)
We (all JNU Yuva Sangam participants) arrived at Badarpur Railway Station in the
Afternoon.



ARRIVAL &WARM RECEPTION AT BADARPUR RAILWAY STATION
BY NIT SILCHAR ADMINISTRATION:

All Yuva Sangam participants of JNU DELHI were given a warm welcome at the
Badarpur Railway Station by Prof. Dr. Ram Kondasani alongwith Students of NIT
Silchar.



We were escorted to NIT Silchar after a nice Lunch at Rajasthani Dhaba.
==========================================================

ARRIVAL &WARM RECEPTION AT NIT SILCHAR BY NIT SILCHAR
ADMINISTRATION:
As we entered NIT Silchar, the scene was very energetic. We all were greeted with
Assamese popular cultural folk dance Bihu, which was very attractive and
pleasing to the heart.



Professor K.L Baishnab, Registrar NIT Silchar joined Director NIT Silchar in
welcoming the youth and Faculty from JNU Delhi during the Bihu cultural folk
dance. Dr Biplob Dass was the Program coordinator for the youth and Faculty of
JNU Delhi throughout the Silchar Visit.

==========================================================

MEETING THE RESPECTABLE SENIOR DIGNITARIES & HON’BLE
DIRECTOR OF NIT SILCHAR:



During this reception, we got the opportunity to meet Hon’ble Director of NIT
Silchar and other respectable dignitaries like Prof. K.L. Baishnab, Registrar NIT
Silchar and Dr. Biplob Dass, plus of course students of NIT Silchar.
==========================================================

PRESS CONFERENCE:

During the Press Conference, we were asked about our experience of being at NIT
Silchar, which we (as a group) told.



Answering Questions to Press during Press Conference
==========================================================

CAMPUS (LABS) TOUR:
We visited two labs of NIT Silchar under the coordinatorship of Dr, Biplob Dass.
In the mechanical lab and Software lab, we saw various projects being developed
and implemented by the students of NIT.







—----------------------------

MOTIVATIONAL SPEECH BY BRIGADIER ARUN UNIYAL:
Later in the day, we were lucky to attend a motivational speech by Brigadier Arun
Uniyal. The speech was quite inspiring and left a lasting impression on us.



—----------------------------

INTERACTIONWITH STUDENTS OF NIT SILCHAR:
We had a fun time with students of NIT Silchar having Songs and games.
—----------------------------

STAY AT NIT SILCHAR:





We were made to stay in the Guest House, in the comfortable serene atmosphere of
NIT Campus. We enjoyed our stay there.

Night Stroll at NIT Campus :
We had a nice walk in the serene atmosphere of NIT Campus before the close of
the day.





=========================================================



01 Apr 2023 (Day 4, Saturday)

YOGA SESSION:

We started our day with the Yoga Session in which we learnt about some basic
postures of Yoga and Pranayam from the Yoga Faculty of NIT Silchar. It was a
refreshing and energizing experience.



—----------------------------

JALINGA TEA MILL / FACTORY:
We then visited a Tea Mill/ factory, where we learned about the process of tea
making and the importance of tea in Assamese culture.



Black Tea (Normal Tea): Large leaves are normal leaves from wich normal tea is
extracted. These leaves are much cheaper as compared to small leaves.
Green Tea: Small leaves are special leaves from which Green Tea is extracted and
which are costly. Oko

– It is India’s largest organic tea estate/factory.
– India’s only Carbon Neutral Green Zone.
– India’s only self-sustainable organic tea garden.
– Best Tea Tourism Initiative.
—-----------------------------------

TEA GARDEN:





We had the experience of visiting the Tea Garden. There was greenery all around.
We also saw the Terraced Tea Cultivation (Stair Tea Farming).
—-------------------------------

ASSAM UNIVERSITY:
Later we visited the Assam University where we got a glimpse of the Academic,
Historical and Cultural aspect of the state.

MEETINGWITH THE HON’BLE VICE CHANCELLOR OF ASSAM
UNIVERSITY:



We went to Nakshatra Vatika. There we met the Hon’ble Vice-Chancellor of
Assam university near the Assam University Library. The Hon'ble Vice-Chancellor
introduced us to the sanskriti (Culture and History) of Assam.



VISIT TO LIBRARY:





After that we went to the Physics Lab and saw a Telescope there.

We went to a War Memorial also.

—------------------------------------
LOCAL MARKET VISIT:
Later we went to the Local Market to see the local items and did some shopping. I
purchased one Purse from Local Market.
—---------------------------------
GOLDIGY MALL:
Before the close of the day, we went to Goldigy and had a nice dinner at Goldigy
Mall.



==========================================================

02 Apr 2023 (Day 5, Sunday)

Local village visit:
We started the day from a local village visit & met the local people there. We tried
to get into insights of their tradition and culture. It was fruitful.

Badarpur Fort:
We saw Badarpur Fort on our way to Sutarkandi. It was an old fort.
Located in the Karimganj district of Assam, Badarpur Fort is an important tourist
destination. It was an old fort, built during the Mughal era. The Entrance gate is
tall. It is mostly ruined now from inside.

Sutarkandi:
– International Indo-Bangladesh Border INDIA BANGLADESH BORDER:
– We spoke to the army people of India and got some insight into their culture and
traditions.





=========================================================

SON BEEL LAKE:

– Son Beel is one of the largest lakes in southern Assam in India. It is situated in
District Karimganj, State of Assam. It is the second largest wetland in Asia and the
largest wetland in Northeast India.
It was really nice to be at the second largest wetland of Asia. It was amazing with
clean air.



SMS Food (Mitha Pakwaan):

- After coming from Son Beel lake, we ate Traditional SMS Food (Mitha Pakwan).
We relished it. It was really good, unique food that we ate for the first time.

==========================================================

03 Apr 2023 (Day 6, Monday)

BORAIL ECO CAMP:



















We did Trekking as well as swimming there.
==========================================================

TEA GARDEN:





==========================================================

CULTURAL PROGRAMME:

At the close of our NIT Silchar visit, we had a Cultural Programme in the evening
in which cultural exchange was done among students of both NIT Silchar and JNU
Delhi Yuva Sangam Students.









There were many types of dance performances (Bengali dance, Assamese Dance &
Bihu, Gujarati, Marathi, Garhwali, Punjabi, Haryanvi, Jammu Dogri) etc.

Deputy Commissioner of Assam also graced the occasion.

To add colors to the cultural function, Poetry and Speech was also there. Vibes
were positive and the atmosphere energetic.



Gifts were distributed to all the Yuva Sangam Participants.

==========================================================

04 Apr 2023 (Day 7, Tuesday)

We left Silchar by train at 7:00 AM and reached New Haflong District of Assam at
11:45 AM.



NEW HAFLONG:



ETHNIC VILLAGE IN NEW HAFLONG:
We can find in this village, the traditional dorms and houses belonging to several
tribal groups of Dima Hasao district. This place reflects the day to day lifestyle of
the people living here and the traditions they follow. This village is being
maintained by the Department of Forest and is constructed under Rashtriya Sama
Vikash Yojana.







We stayed in a hotel there.
==========================================================

05 Apr 2023 (Day 8, Wednesday)

CIRCUIT HOUSE (HAFLONG):
Haflong is the only Hill Station in Assam. Circuit house is perched on the edge of a
hill. It is a marvelous place to visit. It is a very clean place with well maintained
gardens. It provides an amazing view of natural scenic beauty around the valley
and of the railway bridge.

There was also a Ropeway there. Some students enjoyed the ropeway ride also.

After having Lunch, we proceeded towards the Railway Station of New Haflong
for our onward journey to Guwahati and we reached IIT Guwahati around 9:30
PM.

==========================================================



IIT GUWAHATI:

The Yuva Sangam Team was given a warm welcome in IIT Guwahati too. We had
a nice dinner there.

Later, we saw the midnight view of the IIT Campus.







We left the IIT Campus the next day at 3:00AM and moved towards the Guwahati
Railway Station.
==========================================================

06 Apr 2023 (Day 9, Thursday)

RETURN JOURNEY BACK HOME:
We started our back home journey at 5:20AM from Guwahati Railway Station by
boarding in RAJDHANI EXPRESS and reached New Delhi the next day in the
Afternoon.
==========================================================
CONCLUSION:
Our Hon’ble Prime Minister has taken a good initiative by launching YUVA
SANGAM PROGRAMME with the Ministry of Education under EK BHARAT
SHRESHTHA BHARAT on Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav.

Purpose of the Yuva Sangam is indeed a good combination of Paryatan (Tourism),
Parampara (Traditions), Pragati (Development), Prodyogiki (Technology) and
Paraspar Sampark (People to People Connect).

Such programs enrich the spirit of oneness of States. Yuva Sangam will celebrate
India’s diversity, rejuvenate the spirit of oneness.

Exchange of each other's values will make the nation develop as a whole so that
the concept of “EK BHARAT SHRESHTHA BHARAT” will come true soon.

Such tours offer a unique experience to the youths of the country to understand
each other through culture, tradition, ethnicity etc. Such youths only can do nation
building process more inclusively.

Through this Yuva Sangam trip We got to know about the rich cultural
diversity, the traditions of people of Assam, their ethnicity, and their
environment. It was indeed an enriching experience for all of us.
==========================================================


